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land to seek for better times elsewhere. He
would dismiss from his mind all ungenerous
suspicions about the honesty of builders and
contractors. In such ways he acquired a
sincere and comfortable conviction that his
vessel was thoroughly safe and seaworthy; he
watched her departure with a light heart, and
benevolent wishes for the success of the exiles
in their strange new home that was to be; and
he got his insurance-money when she went
down in mid-ocean and told no tales..

What shall we say of him ? Surely this,
that he was verily guilty of the death of those
men. It is admitted that he did sincerely
believe in the soundness of his ship ; but the
sincerity of his conviction can in no wise help
him, because he had no right to believe on such
evidence as was before him. He had acquired
his belief not by honestly earning it in patient
investigation, but by stifling his doubts. And
although in the end he may have felt so sure
about it that he could not think otherwise, yet
inasmuch as he had knowingly and willingly
worked himself into that frame of mind, he
must be held responsible for it.

Let us alter the case a little, and suppose
that the ship was not unsound after all; that
she made her voyage safely, and many others
after it, Will that diminish the guilt of her
owner ? Not one jot. When an action is once